
 
 
 September 11, 2012 
 
 
Mr. Ron Rienas 
General Manager 
Buffalo and Fort Erie Public Bridge Authority 
100 Queen Street 
Fort Erie, ON L2A 3S6    
 
Dear Mr. Rienas: 
 

At the direction of Governor Cuomo, the New York State Department of Transportation, 
in collaboration with the Departments of Environmental Conservation and Health, prepared both 
a summary of key findings and a white paper entitled Review of Air Quality and Asthma Issues at 
the Buffalo Peace Bridge Plaza.  The white paper also includes a foreword written by Sarah 
Siwek on behalf of the Greater Buffalo Niagara Regional Transportation Council.          
 

This whitepaper is a collection of unbiased, factual information regarding the air 
emissions, public health and air quality monitoring studies surrounding the Buffalo Peace Bridge 
Plaza. 
 
  I am transmitting the key findings and white paper to you for your use as appropriate, to 
address the public’s concerns with the air quality issues.   
 
 If you have any questions, please call me at 518-457-4422. 
 
 
 Sincerely, 

 
Joan McDonald 

 Commissioner 
 
cc:   Joseph Martens, Commissioner, Department of Environmental Conservation 
 Nirav Shah, MD, MPH, Commissioner, Department of Health 

Sam Hoyt, Regional President, Empire State Development          
                           
 



STATE OF NEW YORK 
 

In response to community concerns regarding health and air quality       
impacts related to the Peace Bridge U.S. Customs Plaza, the New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), Department of 
Health (DOH), and Department of Transportation (DOT) have compiled an 
extensive summary of  available facts & statistics on this issue. Key points 
include the following: 
 
 Past monitoring and testing has shown air quality in proximity of the 

Peace Bridge meets current EPA emissions standards 
 

 Since such monitoring and testing was completed, additional                
improvements have been put in place to reduce congestion and further 
improve air quality 

 

 The 2007 EPA Clean Diesel law required full transition to new fuel and 
engine technology by 2010 for all new diesel trucks, and over 50% of 
trucks crossing the Peace Bridge are already in compliance 

 

 Local data shows that poverty, race, & socio-economic factors (not  
geographic location) have the greatest correlation to asthma related 
hospital visits within the City Buffalo 

 

 Multiple areas of high asthma hospitalization rates in the City of Buffalo 
are not located near the Peace Bridge 

 

 A study by the Health Effects Institute has stated that the adjacent 
Peace Bridge neighborhood is not considered an air quality “hot-spot” 
as  emissions levels are similar or better than in other urban areas 

 

 Proposed Peace Bridge idling enforcement and air monitoring activity is 
also considered another positive step towards increased environmental   
stewardship policies at the crossing.  

KEY FINDINGS 

REVIEW OF AIR QUALITY AND 
 ASTHMA ISSUES AT PEACE BRIDGE 


































































